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Gee (2005), one of the key members of the New Literacy Studies group, makes
an important distinction between "little d" discourse and "big D" Discourse:

1. Introduction

"big D" Discourse is concerned with
broader values and worldviews

The Language Policy for Higher education (LPHE)(2002) identifies “the current
position of English and Afrikaans as the dominant languages of instruction”
(15.1) as a barrier to access and success in higher education” (5). For this reason,
the LPHE encourages the “development, in the medium to long-term, of South
African languages as mediums of instruction in higher education, alongside
English and Afrikaans” (21).

“little d” discourse tends to be
concerned broadly with language,
reading and writing
Figure 1. The "little d" discourse and "big D" Discourse (Gee 2005)

3. Focus Areas

2. Aims
• To enhance student learning at their respective universities
• To identify factors that contribute to poor student achievement
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• To improve student writing through the implementation of discipline specific
academic literacy courses
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• To improve summary writing skills of students
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4. Methodology
• benchmarking; interviews, questionnaires, observation

5. Interim findings/Outcome
• Benchmarking at UCT, UWC and CPUT shows that institutions are implementing
discipline specific academic literacy courses as opposed to generic approaches.

The use of
multilingual science
materials to enhance
pre-service teachers’
multiple literacies
and access to
science knowledge
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• The use of home languages is positively evaluated by students.

6. What the group learnt
•
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